
T h e  n e w  Q u a r r y  T r a i l  h a s  o p e n e d  t o  r a v e  r e v i e w s .  R a t e d  a s  ' D i f f i c u l t , '  t h e  n e w  t r a i l

i s  . 6  m i l e s  l o n g  a n d  f e a t u r e s  e l e v a t e d  v i e w s  o f  a n  o l d  q u a r r y  l o c a t e d  a t  B a l c o n e s

C a n y o n l a n d s  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .  A  s p a c i o u s  p a r k i n g  a r e a  h e l p s  m a k e s  t h e

n e w  t r a i l h e a d  a  h o t  d e s t i n a t i o n  e v e n  a s  c o o l e r  F a l l  w e a t h e r  m a k e s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e

m o r e  i n v i t i n g .

A  s i g n  a t  t h e  t r a i l h e a d  p r o v i d e  b o t h  a  m a p  o f  t h e  t r a i l  a n d  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  s o m e

o f  t h e  f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  t h a t  c a l l  t h e  R e f u g e  h o m e .  T h e y  i n c l u d e  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n

p o r c u p i n e ,  M o u n t a i n  L a u r e l ,  E s c a r p m e n t  B l a c k  C h e r r y ,  G u l f  C o a s t  t o a d  a n d  C e d a r

S a g e .

T h e  a n n u a l  F r i e n d s  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e

c o n d u c t e d  v i a  a  Z o o m

v i d e o c o n f e r e n c e  o n  O c t o b e r  3 1  f r o m

1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  t o  1 2 : 3 0  p . m .  

E v e n  w i t h  t h e  p a n d e m i c  a n d

w i d e s p r e a d  c l o s i n g s ,  t r a i l s  a t  t h e

R e f u g e  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  o p e n  a n d  t h e

s t a f f  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y .  R e f u g e

s t a f f  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  s o  t h e y  c a n  s h a r e

w i t h  M e m b e r s  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d

u p g r a d e s  t o  t h e  R e f u g e  a c c e s s  a r e a s

a s  w e l l  a s  d i s c u s s i n g  p l a n s  f o r  t h e

f u t u r e  o f  t h e  R e f u g e .

W o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  R e f u g e

s t a f f ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  F O B C N W R  h a s

d e v e l o p e d  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l o n g -

r a n g e  p l a n  w i t h  f o c u s e s  o n

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  s t e w a r d s h i p

p r o j e c t s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  p u b l i c  o u t r e a c h ,

a n d  g r o w i n g  m e m b e r s h i p .  

F r i e n d s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a n  e m a i l  b e f o r e

t h e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  w i t h  m o r e

i n f o r m a t i o n .

 

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  d e b u t  i s s u e  o f  ' T h e  W a r b l e r s '  N o t e s . '  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  p r e s e n t  i t

a s  a  f r e s h e n e d  q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l e t t e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  i n f o r m  F r i e n d s  b y  h i g h l i g h t i n g

p r o g r a m s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  B a l c o n e s  C a n y o n l a n d s

N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .  

W e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  p r o v i d e  f e e d b a c k  o n  ' T h e  W a r b l e r s '  N o t e s , '  l e t t i n g  u s  k n o w  w h a t

y o u  t h i n k  a n d  s h a r i n g  y o u r  i d e a s  a s  t o  t o p i c s  f o r  f u t u r e  i s s u e s .

D r o p  u s  a  l i n e  a t  n e w s l e t t e r @ f r i e n d s o f b a l c o n e s . o r g .

Q4-20
T h e  F r i e n d s  
o f  B a l c o n e s  C a n y o n l a n d s
N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

UPCOMING EVENT 'THE WARBLERS' NOTES' TAKES FLIGHT

THIS ISSUE

W a r b l e r  N o t e s  T a k e s  F l i g h t !

A  N e w  T r a i l  t o  H i k e

R e f u g e  S p o t l i g h t

 

 

FALL NEWSLETTER
N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0

NEW QUARRY CANYON TRAIL OPENS



D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h e  r e f u g e  h a s  a  f i r e  c r e w ?  T h e y  h e l p  t o  m a n a g e  a n d  r e s t o r e  o u r

n a t u r a l  w o o d l a n d s  a n d  g r a s s l a n d s  t h r o u g h  c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  p r e s c r i b e d  b u r n s .

T h e y  t h e n  m o n i t o r  a n d  s t u d y  t h e  e f f e c t s  o n  o u r  o a k  j u n i p e r  w o o d l a n d s  3 0  s q u a r e

m e t e r s  a t  a  t i m e .  W i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  w i n t e r  b u r n s ,  t h a t ' s  o v e r  1 3 0 0  p l o t s !  E a r l i e r

t h i s  s p r i n g  t h e y  w e r e  f i g h t i n g  f i r e s  i n  T e x a s ,  C r o c k e t  C o u n t y ,  a n d  t h i s  s u m m e r  i n

T r a v i s  C o u n t y .  R i g h t  n o w ,  t h i s  b r a v e  c r e w  i s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  O r e g o n  h e l p i n g  t o

f i g h t  s o m e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  f i r e s  i n  h i s t o r y !  T h e y  a r e  a w e s o m e !

OUR VERY OWN FIRE CREW!

TAKING A BREAK AFTER CREATING A FIRE BREAK. 

REFUGE SPOTLIGHT
MONARCH BUTTERFLY

NEW WEBSITE

LAUNCH

IT'S BIRDING'S GLOBAL BIG WEEKEND!

The weekend of October 17 and 18 promises to be an exciting time in the world of birding. It’s
peak time for migrating birds, so birders from around the world are joining together for a major
birding event called Global Bird Weekend. Birders from over 70 countries have already
registered. They will be birding from backyards, from their parks, from boats, and even on road
trips. Sightings will be logged on the bird reporting app/website, eBird, hosted by Cornell
University. 
The trails at Doeskin and Warbler Vista are all open so get out to the Refuge, bring your
binoculars and your bird guide, download the apps eBird and Merlin Bird ID, and come check out
who might be winging their way back to their wintering grounds in Central and South America.
With 98.5 percent of the neotropical birds migrating through Texas, you may be surprised what—
or who—you find.  Help birders surpass 2019’s record of 20,000 participants, 42,700 checklists
and more than 6,700 species seen.  
Hope to “see you out there in the wild!” 

The Friends of Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge is joining the Giving
Tuesday movement. Scheduled this year for
December 1, 2020, Giving Tuesday is an
opportunity for people around the world to
use their individual power of generosity to
remain connected with and support their
communities.

People can demonstrate their generosity in a
variety of ways during Giving Tuesday –
whether it’s helping a neighbor, advocating
for an issue sharing a skill, or giving to causes,
everyone has something to give and every act
of generosity counts.
Please demonstrate your generosity to the
Friends by donating, volunteering, or by just
bringing some friends out to the Refuge to
enjoy the wild outdoors.

H a v e  a  t o p i c  y o u  w a n t  t o  r e a d  a b o u t  i n  t h e

n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r ?  S e n d  a  s u g g e s t i o n  t o :

n e w s l e t t e r @ f r i e n d s o f b a l c o n e s . o r g

K e s t r e l ,  y e l l o w - r u m p e d  w a r b l e r ,  s p o t t e d

t o w h e e ,  g o l d e n - f r o n t e d  w o o d p e c k e r  - -

p e r f e c t  w i n t e r  T e x a n s !

https://ebird.org/home
https://ebird.org/home
https://ebird.org/home
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
mailto:newsletter@friendsofbalcones.org

